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ANNUAL REPORT
! oF THE ‘

UFrICE AvtpiToR 07 Pusiic Aocouxrs,
_ Jackson Miss., Jasuary ist, 1877,
To the Leyislutuve of the State of Mississippi :

GestLesen: 1 have the honor herewith w submit a report
the transaciions of this office for the fiscal year 1576,

_ Document ** A" shows the amount of receipts from all sources
I'-Jr__ lh-:- ﬁ-:r_-_-_tl year ending December 3lst, 1874, to have been
8981,373 235.

Iqumv_em “ B " shows the disbursements by warrants for the
satmse period to have amounted to §518,709 03, against ¥1,430,-
192 52 lust yvear.

It the abave amount of dishbursements is includeded 27 564 cn
account of certificates ot indebtedoess retired unl crocelled by
the forter Treasurer, Mr. Holland, which. dedlucted from the
totul dishursements, leaves the actual amount of disbursements
||_\.' Warran!ts lhruu,;h this office, #511,145 03, aml showe the
excess of receipts over disbursements to bhe 8470228 22, Tue
amonnt disbursed by the present Treasurer auring the vear, on
account of bonds and interest and certificates of indebtiedness can-
celled, was earried on the books of this otfiee by promiseuons
voucher and not by warrant, and henpce does nul‘:ll;‘mur in the
dishursements by warrant through this office.  The amount dis-
bursed vn this sccount will be fuund fully set forth in Document
“P* of this report. ’

Document ** C" shows amounts paid ioto the State Treasury
on account of State tax of 1876, also wmounts paid on account of
State tax of 18374 and 1875, anl amounts puid on account of
Privilege tax and insolvencies.

Document ** D" shows amounts received and paid into the
Treasury on aceount of fines and furfeitures, licenses to retail
vinoas and spirituous liquors, and redemptions and purchases of
Inands torfeited for taxes,  Also statement of eommon school fund
not distribmtive, and amount of same fund distributive,

" . * *

APPROFRIATIONS,

I.If

- b £ *

UNEXPENDED

The unexpended appropriations for the year are as fullows:

D R i e e T 2 1.739:20
B T LS T o O P 288 97
S T T TR e T T T e T P I S L 1,000 42
LT ) g R A A S R PP P AN A = S P 295 TH
Commissions for HsSessing .. .ocoiviveas Sgaies UM 17.00:3 45
L Penitentiaey . ooooooena., SRR SRS 1.040 =1
P D I e esee ceerevnnnsnsnnesnnermsnssaneransssssmnsnse 5,441 30
{ U niversity of jli-«i-dpyi ................................... O (00 00
Chicknsaw Schoo]l Fand Interest..ccveicociiiiiciecinianes 16,2497 42
Interest on Iusurance [’t'IlrmiI- ............................ [,462 o0

There are ovutstanding claims on aceount of Judiciary, for
unpuid salaries, amounting to 82,575, which leaves a deficiency

to be lm;\'inhwl for in the

RECEITTS AND DISBURSEMENTS.

A referenee to the tables of Doeuments “ A" and * B ™ will

l <how, that while the receipts for the past year are much less than

fur the year previous, the disbursements have been correspoud-
Iy much less. Taxes haye been matenally reduced, s receipts
of i1 consevnence have fallen below the year previous ; but notwith
standing this, there is quite a large excess in receipts over dis
bursements.  The receipts from oll sources up toJenuary 1st were
373 25, amd the disbursements te same time were 3015, .
700 03, leaving an exeess of receipts 1o amount of 462,664
Out of this amount the Treasurver has retired certificutos of 1o-
debtedness, to amount of $122.504, and paid bonds and interest
to amount of $179.224.  Deducting these amounts, the excess of
receipts 13 still 8160944 22, To this amount will be added
about §300,000 of the State tax of 1376 yet to be collected and
la:li-l ingo the Treasury.

This statement shows thie finaneial condition of the State to
we very flattering to the wisdom displayed by your Honorable
Suily at the last session, and that the etforts to enconomize and
retrench the expenditures of the State government, whivh were
then made, have been to a greal degree erowned with saccess,
without detriment to the :;L'I:c.'l';ll public service,

shep

!

COMMON SCHOOL FUND.

Document * D" shows the amounts and condition of this
fund.  Under the laws of last requiring all moneys
received on aceount off redemption and purchase of lands lor
feited for taxes, the net proceeds of all fines and forfeitures,
and the amount of licences 1o retail vinous and spintuous
Hiquors, t be paid in currency, and the proceeds to be set
apart as & school fund for pro rata distribution, there has been
collected and paid into the treasary, $104008 66, To this
amount hns been added the proceeds of the United States
bonds and interest, which was in the treasury to credit of the
common school fond, smounting to the sum of $50.920 21,
makine a total of S$164.935 87, This amount, it will be
remembercd, cmbraces nu:_\‘ Lthe ll[‘(')l'l_‘\,‘(ti from above sources,
collected since the 1st day of April, 1876, the date of the
Act pussed requiring all such collections and payments to
be in currency. For this reason the entire proceeids of
the year fiom these sources did not into the common
school, fund distributive, and did not therefore equal the
amount of the two mill tax, which is §185.933 22. This defi
cieney is to be made up from the general fund, and the dis
teibution pro rata to the several counties will be made at onve.
The number of edacable childiren in the State, as per latest
teports furnished by the State Superiutendent of Edueation,
is 307.063.  Upon this basis the amount to he distributed will
oive the sum of 52 ceuts to each educable child reported.
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REDEMPTION AND PURCHASE LANDS,

amaount
T adddi-

-

Under this head, Document D7 will show the
realized by the State daring the yvear to he 832 616 57.
tion to this, the sum of §48424 24 county tax, aud §8,241
teachors fund tax, has been collected and ]-:lirl into the several
coanty treasuries.  When it is rememberad, that in the levee
districts all State and county taxes for the vears 1874 and
1875, on redemption or purchase, were pail in levee serip, the
beneficial results of the legislation on this suljeet, at vour last
session, will be appareat to all. I vegret that T am pnable to
incorporate in this report, a detailed statement of transactions
in the levee districts,  The large amount of business, the com-
plicated aceounts that have to be kept with the different funds
of the several boards and distriets, and the meeting of vour
Honorable Body so eaviy after the close of the liscal yvear, frave
made it impossible to prepare a detailed statement in tiwe for
this report. I will, owever, in a very few days, as soon as the
acceounts of this office and thav of the Treasurer ean be com
pared, submit & report of all transactions with the Liquidating
Levee Board, the 71 ¢, levee tax, and the levee construction
tax, and with levee district No. 1, as [ar as it is possible to do
S The books and papers of this latter distrier, which were
required by law to be turned over to this ofice, were only
received about the Ist of December last. They are in a very
confused condition, and it has been impossible to make up
in this limited time any intelligible or correct report in refer
ence to its aflairs, I shall, as soon as 1'-1‘-:-“!11'. give them an
examination, aml endeavor to bring as much orler out ol
chaos as can be done from the data at my command.

REVENUE LAWS,

The laws passed by your Honorable Body at its last session,
on the subject of revenue, are. in my judgment, @ great i
provement on previous legisiation on the same subject, and
should. with some modifications and corrections of errors,
made doubtless in the hurry of their passage, be allowed to
stand. The qnestion of the time fixed for the coilection of
taxes, is one which will no doubt engagze vour early attention,
and on this subject, vou, as the immediate representatives of
those who have the taxes to pay. are much better informed
than I am. The manner of assessing is another subject that
should be carefully considered. 1 am not prepared to say that
the present method is the best one that could have been
devised, but I do know that the assessments returned to this
office, are in many cases very imperfect. I have been com
pelled to return many rolls for correction, some of them more
than once. and they are still imperfect. My experience leads
me irresistably to the conclusion, that it is not so much the
fault of the law as of the assessors themselves. The average
assessor will make about the average imperfect assessment, no
matter what may be the law,

The oftice of Assessor in its relation to revenue, is
the most important one in the State, and yet the rule is,
that those best qualified to perform its duties, are not
selected. To this rule, there are some exceptions. Tm-
perfect assessments burden the rolls, embarrass the col
lectors, annoy the tax-payer, and costs the State thougands
of dollars, annually, for the costs of selling property, to which,
when sold, she gets no title. The delinquent lists recorded in
this office and the Chancery Clerk’s office, in each coun’y, are
full of illustrations that would justify all I could say ou this
subject. The taxes on lands, imperfectly assessed, are not
paid; they are advertised and sold to-the State; mno one will
ever redeem or purchase tiem, as no good title ean be conveyed;
and thus thousands of acres are borne upon the list of non-
payving property, and thousands of dollars annually lost to the
State, in revenue; making the burdens of taxation fall the
more heavily on those who are so unfortunate as to have their
property so correctly assessed as to be unable to escape pay-
ment. The great injustice of allowing this to contiuue, 1s ap-
parent at a glance. I despair of a complete remedy until some
meauns are devised by which competent men can and will be
sclected to make the assessments of property. The compen-
sation of Assessors, as now provided, is not, in my judgment,
suflicient to secure the services of such men, and should be
made commensurate with the importance of the subject. One
great difficulty is, the frequent and extreme changes made in
the revenue laws, defining the duties of the several oflicers
charged with their execution. have scarcely time to
become familiar with one ay:
one is inangurated. The

\ o]
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before another and different
revenue laws should be made as sim-

AUDITOR OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
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The land roll of Tallahatchie county shows 178,900 acres
valued at 2303, 682 83 100, in name ol “Levee Board of Dis-
triect No. 1" Leld in trust by the State, on accoust of said
Levee District.  Th's land owes the taxes to the State, for, the
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| Executive Couotingent fund ..
Interest on [usurance depasits
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CITY TAX SALE.

Thn fullow
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